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Torrance Ifork A Different Perspective
By Nancy Helle

York looks through her lens, she sees an opportu
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keeping certain details in sharp focus and allowing the surround
ing context to be out of focus, she creates a picture into which the
viewer can visually step. As she describes it, "an image that con
veys the amazement of being on one small point in a vast universe."
Passionate about exploring and depicting nature, she is also
mindful of the presence of man. Her images often incorporate a
telephone pole, fence or skid mark on a road. A key feature other
work is the use of global positioning system (GPS) technology to
mark the latitude and longitude of the point from which she
shoots. The coordinates become the title of each image, indicating
that it is one view from that place on earth.
Torrance's experience as a nationally recognized child gymnast
may not seem the most likely route to becoming a fine arts photog
rapher. However, the New Canaan resident sees many parallels in the
personal characteristics and skills needed for success in each field.

Growing up in Manhattan, at age ten Torrance was the subject
of A Very Young Gymnast, a book by Jill Krementz, a well-known
author and photographer. Torrance had won numerous area com
petitions and was the top gymnast in her age group in the league of
Independent Schools of New York City. She and Jill were inter
viewed by Jane Pauley on NBC's Today show; Torrance was also
interviewed by Merv Griffin on his show in 1978. Her coaches con
sidered her "Olympic material" and encouraged her to train at the
Muriel Grossfeld School in Milford, Connecticut, which specialized
in preparing youth for Olympic competitions. Although she chose
not to pursue that option, Torrance found the world of gymnastic
competition both challenging and exhilarating for many years.
"What I found satisfying as a child — achieving the exact form
required on the balance beam — is now reflected in my fascination
with the specificity of the GPS system. Practicing, refining and
reworking to get the timing and nuances of my childhood gymnas
tic routines just right is not unlike my current photographic process
— the effort to get the precise image I want and the many revisions
made to print it as I envision it should be. The perfectionism nurtured
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